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Finland’s most international jewelry company, Lapponia Jewelry, is celebrating its 50th anniversary

Almost throughout its 50-year history, Lapponia Jewelry has been the most renowned Finnish jewelry brand. The pioneer in jewelry art, founded in 1960, is celebrating its 50th anniversary with exhibition at the Kemi Snowcastle in Northern Finland, jewelry events to be organised in various countries, an international jewelry design competition and an intriguing cooperation project with the University of Art and Design Helsinki. 

To celebrate the anniversary Lapponia will introduce three different anniversary collections – the retrospective Vintage Collection from the collections of different years, the impressive anniversary novelty collection with 36 different items from six designers and the striking  Limited Edition.

Exciting ice exhibition in Kemi, Finland

The anniversary celebration for Lapponia has began at Kemi Snowcastle on January 30th, 2010. The SnowCastle of Kemi is the biggest castle made solely of snow and ice in the world. It is built every winter with a different architecture theme.  For Lapponia the kick-off for the anniversary year in Northern Finland is a very natural choice, since the pioneer of jewelry art, Mr. Björn Weckström of Lapponia, drew his inspiration from the shapes and matt surface of gold nuggets from Finnish Lapland.

The exhibition in Kemi will introduce the beloved Lapponia pieces together with the Vintage collection. 

Jewelry events will tour Europe and Japan

To celebrate the anniversary, a series of Lapponia events will be organised in Scandinavia, Germany, Austria, Russia, the Netherlands and Japan. The events will present the anniversary and Vintage collection, creative costumes with jewelry designed by master’s degree students at the University of Art and Design Helsinki as well as the winning entries in the international Jewelry design competition “The Next Episode”. The events will be a collaborative effort with local cooperation partners. 

"At the anniversary year the fabulous past will meet with the promising future. We are opening many new doors this year. With this we want to celebrate and honour the uncompromising history of Lapponia”, says Laura Lares, CEO.

ANNIVERSARY COLLECTIONS

Anniversary novelties

The Lapponia Anniversary Novelty collection introduces art-jewelry inspired by nature from six jewelry designers. Additionally architecture and music have inspired Lapponia designers to create new future Lapponia classics. In addition to the new jewelry, the topical Pretty Earth necklace, designed by the Danish jewelry designer Poul Havgaard, returns to the collection to celebrate the long and distinguished career of the retired Danish artist with Lapponia. 

Deliveries of the new collection will begin in April 2010.

Lapponia Vintage Collection

The retrospective collection, Lapponia Vintage Collection, presents 13 jewelry designs from the collections of different years, which have been chosen by the artists themselves. The jewelry in the collection represents the most memorable pieces of jewelry over the years of seven artists and reflects the design philosophy of Lapponia through the years. 

Only one piece of each jewelry design will be manufactured and the jewelry will be sold after the anniversary year in 2011.  

Limited edition 

To celebrate the 50 years of revolutionary jewelry, the Lapponia artists have created Lapponia pieces that combine acrylic and gold, silver and ledlight, circuit board and diamonds among other materials. Many of the pieces have been manufactured by the artists themselves.

The pieces of this very limited collection are sold after the anniversary year in 2011.

Cooperation with upcoming names

To celebrate the anniversary, Lapponia and the University of Art and Design Helsinki have been cooperating in a project during which master’s degree students on the Fashion and Textile Design programme of the university have designed ten creative costumes based on ten different Lapponia jewelry designs. 

Presentation of the winning entries of the international jewelry competition

In spring 2009, Lapponia announced an international design competition entitled The Next Episode for under 35-year-old designers or design students. Through the competition, Lapponia aims to encourage young designers to design modern Lapponia jewelry of the future and to give the jewelry international visibility. 

A total of 140 works from 26 countries entered the competition, 17 of which were chosen for the second round. The winning entries will be announced in Munich on 19 February, 2010.

Inspired by gold nuggets of Lapland 

Lapponia was founded in Finland in 1960. Björn Weckström, who designed the first collection and established the design style of Lapponia, created a sculpture-like jewelry style.   He drew his inspiration from the shapes and matt surface of gold nuggets from Finnish Lapland. The company came to international attention in 1965 when Björn Weckström was awarded the Grand Prix at an international jewelry competition held in Rio de Janeiro for his entry “Flowering Wall”.  The most significant recognition of Lapponia’s work in promoting Finnish jewelry internationally came in the form of the President of Finland's Award for Export, which the company received in 1979.

*** 

For additional information, please contact: Communications Manager Petra Nikkinen, Lapponia Jewelry Oy, petra.nikkinen@lapponia.fi, tel. +358 40 521 7772.

***

Helsinki, Finland: With its jewelry brands Lapponia Jewelry and Kalevala Jewelry the Kalevala Koru Group is the industry leader in Finland and one of the biggest jewelry manufacturers in Scandinavia. It employs 250 people and has an annual turnover of approx. 24 million euros. 

Lapponia´s design is based on genuine, bold design, unique motifs and sculpture-like jewelry. Lapponia´s mission is to revolutionise the conservative approach to jewelry design through its unique art-jewelry inspired by Nordic nature. All jewelry is manufactured in Finland and is sold in carefully chosen high-class retail shops and departments stores.

Lapponia is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2010.

The Art of Expression.
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