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MARI ISOPAHKALA IS THE WINNER OF THE INTERNATIONAL DESIGN COMPETITION “THE NEXT EPISODE“ ORGANIZED BY LAPPONIA JEWELRY

The winner of the The Next Episode competition is Mari Isopahkala from Finland with Pisara (Drop) collection. The shared second prize was awarded to Lenka Trubačová, Czech Republic and to Jenni Karttunen, Finland. Additionally the jury decided to give two honourable mentions to Milena Linde from Germany and Megumi Kasai, Japan. 
The international competition for young designers

The Next Episode competition is celebrating the 50th anniversary of Lapponia Jewelry in 2010. Through the competition Lapponia wanted to encourage young talented designers to create contemporary artworks as well as presenting an opportunity for them to show their work to an international audience. 

The competition was arranged in two phases. In the first phase nearly 140 participants from 26 countries sent their entries, out of which the jury selected 17 entries to the second phase for mock up models to be produced. 

The competition winners

The winner of the competition is Mari Isopahkala, Finland. Her entry “Pisara” (Drop) introduces sophisticated solutions and has great potential in terms of varying and extending the concept further. The outcome was the most complete in the competition – combining inspiration, a theme and name, esthetics and solutions into a beautifully finished composition. 

 

The shared second prize is awarded to Lenka Trubačová, Czech Republic and to Jenni Karttunen, Finland. Trubačová´s competition work “Inari during the day and at night” was detailed and professional. The jury appreciated the dialogue of colored acrylic with ‘cold’ silver. The possibility to easily change the spirit of the set by changing the acrylic components is clever. Jenni Karttunen´s entry “Adagio” was the most bold design and was also the most discussed entry in the competition. In the necklace, the tension between the heavily sculptured wooden element and the delicate golden element was impressive, especially combined with the surprising wearability and sophisticated realization.

 
Milena Linde from Germany with Reflection collection is among the two entries to receive a honourable mention for ambition and as a creative concept to create jewelry that acts as an invitation to an art experience. The other honourable mention is awarded to Megumi Kasai, Japan. The Jury appreciated the idea of the Caterpillar jewelry and realization of a strongly conceptual and even ironic interpretation of seemingly traditional jewelry on a very delicate scale. 

Impressive winners 

According to the jury of the competition, the three prize-winning entries stood out from the rest with their impressive and consistent processes from conceptualization to finalized and wearable detailed mock-up models and sets. 

According to the jury, the overall level of the entries and especially the finalists was good, and the jury considered the wide variety of designs as being relevant and reflecting an interesting cross-section of the international field of contemporary jewelry. Most entries reflected a serious and ambitious level of thinking and conceptualization. Greater courage in daring to be innovative, and thus stretching the concept of jewelry and challenging the prevailing design codes, would have been welcome. All the competition entries were treated anonymously. 

The winning pieces are being exhibited in Lapponia anniversary exhibition in Europe and Japan during 2010.

The competition has been devised in association with Ornamo, the Finnish Association of Designers.

The Jury:

Mr. Björn Weckström, Chairman of the Jury, professor, sculptor, jewelry designer, Finland

Mr. Christian Balmer, Gallerist and jewelry artist, Switzerland

Ms. Gaia Geddes, Executive Fashion Editor, Harper´s Bazaar, United Kingdom

Mr. Herman Hermsen, Teacher of jewelry design, jewelry artist, Holland/Germany

Ms. Laura Lares, Managing Director of Lapponia Jewelry Oy, Finland

Ms. Inni Pärnänen, Jewelry designer, Finland

***

Helsinki, Finland: With its jewelry brands Lapponia Jewelry and Kalevala Jewelry the Kalevala Koru Group is the industry leader in Finland and one of the biggest jewelry manufacturers in Scandinavia. It employs 250 people and has an annual turnover of approx. 24 million euros. The head office and factory are located in Helsinki, Finland.

Lapponia´s design is based on genuine, bold design, unique motifs and sculpture-like jewelry. All jewelry is manufactured in Finland and is sold in carefully chosen high-class retail shops and departments stores.

Lapponia is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2010.

The Art of Expression.

For additional information, please contact 

Director Riitta Huuhtanen, tel. +358 207 611 312, riitta.huuhtanen@lapponia.fi or Communications Manager Petra Nikkinen, tel. +358 40 521 7772, petra.nikkinen@lapponia.fi 
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